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ABSTRACT

This paper illustrates how spelling errors can be analyzed in a didacti-
cally relevant manner, and it draws attention to knowledge about pro-
nunciation as an indispensable tool in this task. A basic distinction is
made between norm conflicts and norm gaps as two causes for spelling
errors. Deviation from a distinct, standard language pronunciation
(‘rigsmal’) may cause norm conflict errors, whereas lack of knowled-
ge about letter-to-sound correspondence may cause norm gap errors.
Such norm gap errors may further be divided into four types according
to whether they concern unconditioned rules, pronunciation condi-
tions, grammatical conditions, or lexical conditions. The typology of
causes for spelling errors and the illustration of the correspondence
rules are followed by a survey of some more recent phonetic devel-
opments in Standard Danish that may cause more difficulties in the
spelling process. The papers ends with a discussion of whether political,
technological, and didactic initiatives can make Danish spelling easier.
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